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CHAPTER I
BULOW'S ORIGIN
E name Blilow is familiar to every German,
Indeed, the history of the house of Billow, closely
related to the Humboldts, has bceu linked at cvcty
stage with tliat of the Prussian State. Yet up to the
closing years of the last century Bernhard von Blilow had
lived too far removed from the life of Bcdin for his per-
sonality to be intimately known to any considerable circle.
The ow of Biilow and Ltttxow indicates a Slav origin.
But though in the course of time the name Biilow became
German, it had also acquired a cosmopolitan ring by reason
of the celebrity achieved by men of that name in different
countries and States* The von Billows, one of the oldest
noble families of Germany, furnished Generals and Ministers
to Prussia, Saxony, Hanover, Denmark, Sweden, Austria,
Poland and Russia.
The Billows first settled in Mecklenburg, They were a
house with wide ramifications and could trace back their
history to the twelfth century. In both, Mecklenburg-
Strelitz and Meddenburg-Schweiin they filled the highest
official positions. In the eighteenth century they played a
part in the history of Denmark. Later they reached Berlin
by way of Frankfurt-am-Main, and subsequent generations
of the house served the German Empire.
Few, if any, other names crop up so frequently at the
Foreign Office in Berlin during the nineteenth century as that
of Biilow* The Secretaryship of State which was to be held
by Bernhard von Biilow from 1897 to 1900 had been held
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